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In the US, each one of us has the power to
support the issues we care about and influence
our government’s decisions! Read this guide

to learn what the government controls, who
represents you, what they do, and how to
influence their decisions.
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The quality of schools in
your neighborhood.
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Which neighborhoods

have parks and how
clean they are.

B
BHE?

WHAT DOES THE
GOVERNMENT OVERSEE?
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What the minimum wage
is and how much you pay
in taxes.
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How much affordable housing

there is and what it costs. ,U__[.L,(?gﬁ'f E’Jéﬁ
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The health services you
have access to and who
can use them.
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How often buses and . Workers’ rights to organize and

subways come and where create unions.
they go.

EBREUTRES !

Everyone living in this country, regardless of immigration
: status, can influence these issues, to make our
communities better.

Even if you don't trust the government or don’t think
they'll do anything about the issues you care about, our
government works best when we participate.

KEEP READING TO LEARN HOW!
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HOW DOES THE
GOVERNMENT WORK?
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U.S. Senators and Representatives (federal),
State Senators and Assembly Members (state)
and City Council Members (city) make laws,
change existing ones, and make sure the
executive branch uses its power correctly.
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The President (federal), Governor (state), and
Mayor (city) make decisions about how to spend
our tax money. They also have the power to reject
laws made by the legislative branch. This branch
is also made up of agencies that oversee different
issues like education and housing.
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Judges and many other people who work in
courts are responsible for making sure laws are
followed and that the laws themselves are legal.
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IDENTIFIED A
COMMON GOAL

A group of workers at a fast food

restaurant in New York City worked long
hours with low wages for many years. They
were frustrated with how low the city and
federal minimum wage was — $7.25/hour.
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There are three levels of government—federal,
state, and city. Each level of government has

the same three branches. We vote for people
at all these levels and branches.
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STATE AND CITY GOVERNMENTS MAKE MORE DECISIONS
ABOUT OUR EVERYDAY LIFE. TO FEEL THE MOST CHANGE,
FOCUS ON INFLUENCING THE ELECTED OFFICIALS WHO
WORK AT THESE TWO LEVELS.
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DECIDED TO START THE FIGHT

They decided together that they wanted to fight
for $15/hour. To let city officials know their demands,
200 fast food workers walked off the job.
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ORGANIZED WITH OTHERS

Then, other workers from different industries,
unions, and community organizations joined

them to demand a living wage — $15/hr for all
workers in the city.

HHERIEE S
MEES T ANSE, tfLER
RER —mEADSYHRINE

NEW YORK STATE

RAISES MINIMUM jj’ g*a&ﬁ%{&lﬁo
WAGE TO $15
PER HOUR! PRESSURED ELECTED
OFFICIALS

With more workers involved, together they
put pressure on elected officials—the Mayor
and City Council Members—to change the
minimum wage.
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KEPT UP THE FIGHT

After years of organizing with other workers and
pressuring elected officials, they won and the
$15/hour minimum wage passed at the city level!

This win inspired other workers in other cities
and states to also fight for $15. It also began a
national fight for a federal minimum wage that’s
fair for workers — that’s still happening today!
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HOW CAN YOU |NFLUENCE;
GOVERNMENT DECISIONS?
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LEARN ABOUT ELECTED OFFICIALS

THRIGENE S 2R MRS Knowing who your elected officials
OB E, AU EEEESRER are and the issues they care about can
help you figure out who you need to
influence to create change.
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TALK TO PEOPLE

ITEE, BBO(Se AR A FIABE  Call, text, or get together with friends
— Rt R IR RO MRS R, and neighbors to talk about the issues
you care about.
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Use the checkboxes next

0 each action to mark how
you've been involyed!
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SIGN PETITIONS

EEEEHTHNZEEENKR, A Petitions are a written demand for action.
PEEEEELUTSIE. S48 People sign petitions to show their

s < SERTET S AR e B EE T | support. The more people who sign, the
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USE SOCIAL MEDIA

HREEE—EADZEELEFME  Social media is a great place to share
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RALLY, MARCH, AND PROTEST

B L TFHAEHEZR DA It’s hard to ignore hundreds or

ELESEFILAIBATES R thousands of people! Join these events
f pe pE = to create public awareness and attract
ARRZ RS0 media attention.
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WORK WITH GROUPS

EBEEMHTEBMEZIEAFIE  There are people called advocates and
Er—itettE  —EXH community organizers who bring people
RRSAIRRE OB B S Y/ VAR [ together to make change. Find a group

N working on an issue you care about and
BX, A 2 S H A ask how to get involved.
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POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
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VOTE IN ELECTIONS

KT ASHAESHEERELE Most of the people in government
1Y, 318 E4A AR L B IR RR U B R are elected. Vote for people who care
%EE"JA; jﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬂk&%*ﬁﬁi ! about the issues you do, and ask others

to do the same!
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GO TO A TOWN HALL

REESKETIFHEERN /AT Elected officials host public meetings
T RN ETHEREE S5 often called town halls. Attend them
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TALK TO YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

REEESNTEFLESIEEEERMIAY  The job of elected officials is to listen

TR | (=X EH, W EMY toyou and your needs! Write letters or
HEi/NTS A fRZETY emails, and call their office to tell them
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ALL OF THESE WAYS TO INFLUENCE
GOVERNMENT, WHEN DONE TOGETHER
AND WITH OTHERS, HAVE CREATED
IMPORTANT CHANGES ALL ACROSS
CITIES. HERE ARE A FEW EXAMPLES:
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AT THE CITY LEVEL
After years of immigrant organizing and advocacy,

New York City passed a law that allows non-citizens

to vote in city elections.
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AT THE STATE LEVEL
All New Yorkers, regardless of immigration status,
are allowed to get a driver’s license.
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AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL

Immigrants, without a green card, who apply to use

public benefits and food stamps, can’t be punished
for applying for services.
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START HERE...
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What's an issue that's affecting you or your community?
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Thinking about the different ways to get involved, what are
you able to do? What are you interested in?
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Getting involved can be hard. What would help you feel
ready to start?
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BUILDING COMMUNITY POWER TO
CREATE CHANGE TAKES TIME. GO
SLOW, KEEP GOING, AND INVITE
OTHERS TO JOIN YOU!

Making Policy Public is a program of the Center for Urban
Pedagogy (CUP). CUP partners with policy advocates and
graphic designers to produce foldout posters that explain
complicated policy issues, like this one.

Chinese American Planning Council
Ashley Chen, Carlyn Cowen, Frances Huang, Edwin Tablada,
Amy Torres, and Howard Wong

cup
Clair Beltran and Pilar Finuccio

Design
Shelby Rashap, Maria Useche, and Pamela Wang

Chinese American Planning Council’s

mission is to promote the social and economic
empowerment of Chinese American, immigrant,
and low-income communities. cpc-nyc.org

Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP) is a
nonprofit organization that uses the power
of design and art to increase meaningful civic

U engagement, in partnership with historically
marginalized communities. welcometocup.org

Shelby Rashap, Maria Useche, and Pamela Wang are a team of
young, passionate, driven designers who come from diverse
backgrounds. They are all currently based in Brooklyn, NY.
shelbyrashap.co || mariauseche.com || pamelawwang.com
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